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Dear Parents 

Welcome to our school. At Oaklands all staff, governors and volunteers are committed to 

providing  care and education of the  highest quality for all our children. We want our children 

to be happy and motivated in school and to grow in confidence .  

Oaklands is an all-through primary school for children from four to eleven years of age. We are 

a community school and maintained by the Local Authority.  We are based on the western side 

of Yeovil and set within a large residential area close to Leonardo Helicopters.   

Our school motto is ‘We Care, We Learn, We Succeed’  and the Aims of Our School are: 

 To provide a forward thinking and interesting learning environment where children 
are able to grow, develop and succeed safely and securely. 

 To ensure teaching is effective, enabling children to become independent well 
rounded individuals and confident to take ownership of their own learning. 

 To work in unison with parents, carers and the community to promote the wellbeing 
of our pupils. 

 To inspire children to raise their self-esteem and aspirations. 

Choosing your child’s school is one of the hardest decisions that parents can make. There are 

many questions you will want to ask and we hope that this brochure will give an insight into the 

many aspects of school life and will help you to make that decision.  

We look forward to welcoming your child into school and working in partnership with you.  If 

you would like any further information or wish to make an appointment to visit the school, 

please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Yours sincerely 

Miss K Parr, Headteacher    Mr C Johnson, Chair of Governors M.B.E 
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Our School 

 

We are very fortunate to work in a new building which includes the school, autism base and privately run 
nursery and out of school care club.  

We have 16 classes along with dedicated outdoor learning areas, play areas and extensive fields.                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have their own cooking room which they use regularly to prepare and bake food.  

Outside there are large play spaces and teaching areas as well as a purpose built ‘Forest School’ build-
ing surrounded by woodland and a pond.   There are also extensive field areas and a large hard surface 
play court.  

Our School Day begins at  8.45am (Registration) and ends at 3.00pm (School ends) 

 

 Our Classes are: 

Lambs Badgers Caterpillars Dragonflies Foxes Hares Kestrels Butterflies 

Piglets Bumblebees Crickets Ducks Frogs Hedgehogs Kingfishers Peacocks 

  

Foundation        Year  1           Year 2           Year 3       Year 4   Year 5  Year 6         Mixed 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=cartoon+hedgehog&hl=en&biw=1280&bih=827&tbm=isch&tbnid=CCQ5R0AQF4tn-M:&imgrefurl=http://www.drawinghowtodraw.com/stepbystepdrawinglessons/2011/03/how-to-draw-cartoon-hedgehogs-with-easy-step-by-step-drawing-tutorial/2/&docid=7
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartreview.com/_gallery/_TN/r_219.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartreview.com/_gallery/_pages/r_219.html&h=106&w=150&sz=8&tbnid=6EkVRsuYaMxfWM:&tbnh=81&tbnw=115&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dkestrel%2Bcartoon%2Bpictures
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartreview.com/_gallery/_TN/r_220.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartreview.com/_gallery/_search_term_pages/kingfisher.html&h=149&w=130&sz=8&tbnid=jGr8X3CHdE51_M:&tbnh=103&tbnw=90&prev=/search%3Fq%3Dkingfisher%


Our Curriculum 
Early Years Foundation Stage (4-5 yrs) Curriculum 
Children are given opportunities to develop skills and knowledge in all of these areas through a wide range of activi-
ties and play. Through careful observation and assessment staff are able to move children on in their learning and to 
also encourage them to participate in identifying the next steps in their learning. 
 
  
Learning opportunities are developed through: 

 Play which is structured at times, to enable new skills to develop. 

 Children’s’ interests noted by staff and sug-
gestions from parents. 

 Allowing children to make their own decisions 
and choices. 

 Providing a range of stimulating resources 
that children are encouraged to explore freely 
and through direction from staff. 

 Incorporating drama and role-play into ses-
sions. 

 Enquiry and exploration. 

 Catering for different learning styles and 
needs. 

 Offering very high quality pastoral care so that 
children feel confident, valued and secure. 

  
Phonics and Reading 
Children learn through a daily differentiated 4 part 
phonics lesson, following the ‘Letters and Sounds’ 
scheme within a 6 phase progression structure. 
Each phonics session provides a multi-sensory teaching approach. This benefits all types of learners (auditory, visual, 
kinaesthetic) by using resources such as interactive white boards magnetic letters, wipe boards, puppets etc. 
 
 In Key Stage 1 we focus on two fundamental areas in reading; decoding (the skill of reading words) and  
comprehension (understanding what is happening in the text.).  

 
We have a wide range of books suita-
ble for all ages, levels and interests. 
 
We use Bug Club to support reading 
at home, we also use Accelerated 
Reader which is an online quiz pro-
gramme that     assesses the child’s 
comprehension of the 
book.  It has been very 
successful in Key 
Stage two, encourag-
ing the children to read  
a wider range of books 
more frequently.   
 
This is monitored by 
the school and prizes 
are presented to the 
children who have 
read the most.  We 
have  school leader 
board and the children 
have become very 

competitive!  We have recently introduced Accelerated Reader into Year 2. 
 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 1 (5-7 yrs) and Key Stage 2 (7-11 yrs) Curriculum 
We want children to enjoy learning through involvement in a meaningful, purposeful and relevant curricu-
lum that develops lively, enquiring minds and gives children skills for life. 
  
The National Curriculum is used to guide and support teaching and learning at the school. 

  
Careful planning ensures that these subjects are matched with the 
age, ability and experience of each child. Computing is used through-
out the curriculum, both as a teaching resource and as a tool for re-
cording, collecting and sorting information. 
  
We aim to ensure that all pupils: 
 Have equality of opportunity through the encouragement of         
positive self-esteem and the provision of an appropriate and           
differentiated curriculum. 
 Learn through an active curriculum with involvement in practical 
and meaningful activities. 
 Are encouraged to think for themselves and become increasingly 
independent and responsible for their own learning. 
 Have opportunities to cooperate and work with others as well as 
by themselves. 
 Develop an understanding of and sensitivity to the rights, respon-
sibilities and respect of others as well as themselves 
 Experience a curriculum which is differentiated, with continuity and 
progression maintained as they pass through the school. 
 Engage in a curriculum which is linked across subjects and as and 
when appropriate, through year group and whole school themes. 

 Have work monitored, highlighting their progress and achievements throughout their time at our 
school and this is regularly reported to parents. 

 
Child led curriculum 
Where possible, we encourage the children to identify areas of interest based on their current learning 
which can mean they learn via a different direction that works well for them.  This inspires children to be 
innovative, enquiring and active in researching their topic.  It also promotes democracy as the children 
need to decide as a team which is the most suitable topic.  For example, Year 3 as part of their studies, 
were offered to lead and select a topic.  The children thought of suitable projects, researched to ensure 
the learning from their suggested project would support the curriculum then debated and chose from the 
different ideas.  They chose ‘Maleficent’ a recent movie based on the story of Sleeping Beauty.  From 
this the children  created scene setting and unique designs (Art & Design) produced character descrip-
tions (Literacy) while using a variety of resources to support their work (including IT). 
 
 Resources for Learning            
 

We can provide each child with a range of high quality resources to support their learning, including; 

             Tablet computers  

           Interactive Whiteboards 



Physical Curriculum 

At Oaklands our physical curriculum is as vital as our educational curriculum, stretching bodies and mind in 

unison within a balanced and varied learning environment.  Physical Education (P.E) and sporting activities, 

while helping children to understand the importance of all areas of health, mental, physical and emotional 

also promotes healthy lifestyles while creating a sense of healthy competition both on the field and in the 

classroom.    

We provide a broad range of sporting activities including after school clubs, school 

sports teams and dance and drama groups. We hold termly intra school events and 

our teams regularly take part in inter school competi-

tions . 

Our country dancing group attend the yearly festival at 

Wells Cathedral and the children take part in many per-

formances throughout the year for the enjoyment of their 

peers and at certain times of the year for their families.  

A number of regulated activities are led during lunch 

time play including football. Our children also participate in seated volley ball 

and Boccia which are inclusive sports. We are very fortunate to have a spe-

cialist sports coach who supports the delivery of high quality lessons.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Per- sistence can change failure into 
extraordinary achievement.” – Marv Levy NFL Hall of Fame Football coach 

From Year 4 children attend swimming sessions at  Goldenstones.  During the sessions children will re-
ceive coaching from a qualified tutor with the expectation that all children will be able to swim 25m by the 
end of Year 6. 

After School Clubs 

The children are very fortunate to have the opportunity to join after school clubs which are run by both 
school staff and some professional coaches.  Some of the clubs that we have provided this academic year 
are: 

Autumn Term - Choir – Football - Sewing – Computing - Performing Arts - Autumn Sports – Gardening – 
Cookery - Reading/Book Club Multi Skills 

Spring Term - Sewing Club - Football Club - Performing Arts - Computer Club  - Choir  - Spring Sports  - 
Book Club - Cookery Club Fashion Design - Multi Skills – Football  

Summer Term - Kwik Cricket - Sewing Club - Computing Club - Performing Arts - Art Club – Choir  Summer 
Sports - Country Dancing  Let’s Get Cooking - Book Club - Animal Club - Gardening Club 

A section from the children’s sports blog 

Thursday 18th Sept the girls all-star football team took a short drive through town to Bucklers Mead Academy for a football skills afternoon 
packed full of fun and enjoyment.  This great afternoon took place from 3-5pm. Whilst there, we took on East Coker, West Chinnock, 
Huish and many more schools. We competed in the Shooting challenge, header challenge, keepie up's, cross bar contest and chipping challenge. 
It was a fun filled day and we managed to win one of the competitions! 



Extended curriculum 

At Oaklands we ensure that a minimum of three themed outings or visits are  held annually for each year group.  

In addition to this we hold many themed activities in school to support learning. 

During the Foundation  Stage this can be as simple as outdoor learning in their 

play area where children can learn how to work together for a common goal.  This 

encourages friendships and teaches children from a young age the benefit of col-

laboration.  

That said they also have time to work independently to reach their individual goals.  

We also take the children out in the local area where they can support their topics 

such as bug hunting whilst appreciating the wonderful open spaces and facilities that we have in 

Yeovil.  The children are very lucky to have peer to peer support, children from Year 5 visit Foundation children 

to  work with them which is a wonderful way of bridging the year groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As children progress through the key stages they have the opportunity to explore learning in life like situations 

such as the Roman Baths, Ancient Technology Centre, and Nothe Fort (World War II experience) in addition we 

have held Viking, Egyptian and Stone Age days all of which really stimulate the children’s interest in a new topic. 

We also hold many whole school events including for example one year we held a ‘Pizza Day’ where every child 

took part in making and designing a pizza.  World Book Day is always a popular ‘dress up’ occasion which re-

flects the children’s enjoyment of the books they read. 

Dramatic performances are another way to widen the children’s experiences, we have a pantomime in the New 

Year which is fully funded by the school.  Key Stage One children also have a visit from Santa at their Christmas 

party, where by chance it was snowing……. 

 

 

 



Year 6 Residential 

Towards the end of their time at Oaklands the children are given the opportuni-

ty to attend a residential break at Kilve Court  on the North Somerset coast 

where they can take part in a busy few days of multi activities.  This can be a 

real  adventure for the children which increases their confidence and helps 

them gain a tremendous amount of personal achievement.  As you can see 

they also enjoy getting very muddy! 

 

Extended Provision 

Having such extensive grounds and internal space ensures that we can offer the children many 

extended services  including a Breakfast Club (run by the school) and an After School and Holiday 

Club (independently run but on site).  A new initiative this year was the provision of one to one tui-

tion for some children in Year 6.  

Homework 

Homework is provided to all children.  Starting in Foundation with daily reading at home through to Year 6 

where children will receive a more formalised homework timetable to support their learning in school.       

Parental support with homework is very much appreciated as are the amazing models that often arrive after 

a topic homework. 

Pupil Premium 

We aim to ensure that all pupils in receipt of additional pupil premium funding benefit from assistance that is 
carefully tailored to their needs. Skilled teachers and Teaching Assistants provide personalised help so that 
pupils make the progress possible to them. The day-to-day progress of each individual pupil is regularly 
checked and adjustments to teaching are made as required. The rate of progress of these pupils is at least 
similar to others in our school and in some cases it has been better.    
 
Attendance 

If children are to receive a full and accessible education it is vital that children attend school each day and 
on time, this is a legal requirement.  Children are not permitted to take leave during term time for 
any reason other than genuine illness or in very exceptional circumstances. 

Please ensure you read our attendance policy thoroughly.  At Oaklands we have very strict attend-
ance protocols and procedures for persistent absenteeism which, if not followed, can and will result in finan-
cial penalties for parents.  Please read our Attendance Policy on our website or from the school office. 

Assessment, Records of Achievement and Reports 
 
Informal assessment of children is on-going. Formal assessments are made at the end of each academic 
year.  Annual reports inform you of your child’s progress in all National Curriculum areas and give the end of 
Key Stage results.  You will also have tables to compare your child’s performance with national achieve-
ment.  The purpose of assessment is to monitor progress, diagnose weaknesses and give staff an indicator 
for a pupil’s future work.  Records of achievement files, containing samples of work, reports and assess-
ment results move on with your child throughout their education. 
Throughout the year, there are occasions when you will be invited to see the work of your child and the 

school as a whole e.g. Parent-Teacher interviews twice a year, parent tours during the school day, sports 

day, drama/music productions, curriculum  evenings  and events run by the P.T.A. 



Pupils with medical needs: 

If your child has a medical condition you will be invited to meet with the Inclusion Leader before your child starts 
school and thereafter at regular intervals to write a medical healthcare plan. This plan will ensure all staff in 
school are aware of your child’s medical needs and how to support your child to manage their condition.  Staff 
working directly with your child will be trained appropriately before your child starts, alternatively there may be a 
period when you are required to support your child with their  medical needs whilst staff training is arranged. 

Safeguarding Children Statement 
Oaklands Community Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and 
young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 
  
Staff: Our recruitment and selection processes are rigorous and comply with the County Councils guid-
ance. All Staff are cleared by DBS with volunteers cleared as applicable. All staff receive training and are aware 
of safeguarding and child protection issues and responsibilities. 
  
Children: We listen to our children and take seriously what they tell us. On rare occasions concern 
about a child may mean that we have to consult other agencies before we contact you. Children feel they are in 
a safe place and that their concerns will be listened to.  
  
Special Educational Needs & Disability (SEND) 

Our aim is to meet the educational needs of every child. For some children this means they need extra help or 
have specific medical, physical or learning needs. We have an excellent SEND department led by our Inclusion 
Leader which provides appropriate support for these children.    

Class teacher input via targeted classroom teaching also known as Quality First Teaching. 
For your child this would mean: 

 That the teacher has the highest possible expectations for your child and all pupils in their class. 

 That all teaching is based on building on what your child already knows, can do and can understand. 

 Different ways of teaching are in place so that your child is fully involved in learning in class. This may in-
volve practical or visual methods of learning. 

 Specific strategies (which may be suggested by the Inclusion Leader or outside professionals) are in place 
to support your child to learn. 

 Additional or specific resources to support individual needs are used as recommended by the Inclusion 
Leader or outside professional. 

 
Specific group work within a smaller group of children.  
This group, often called an intervention group, may be 

 Run in the classroom or outside. 

 Run by a teacher or a teaching assistant. 
**Please note that not all intervention groups are to support pupils with SEND. 
For some pupils more specific, target led, small group or individual work will be needed to support their progress 
in school. This may involve working with a teacher, teaching assistant or other professional for example a 
speech therapist.  This additional support may take place in or out of the classroom depending on the needs of 
all pupils. 
  
If your child has a statement or an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHC Plan) or has specific needs which 
require specialist intervention their provision will be planned and reviewed through a Person Centred Review 
meeting held annually.  This meeting will be centred around your child and the outcomes for their provision and 
progress.  It will be an opportunity to share your child’s successes, likes and dislikes as well as their progress in 
school and an opportunity to plan for the future.  The annual meeting may be attended by you, school staff and 
any other professionals working with your child (these meetings can be held at more regular intervals if need-
ed).  



School Uniform 

 

The Governors and staff expect all pupils to wear Oaklands school uniform. 

Full uniform information can be found in our ‘Information for Parents’ leaflet which is 

provided to parents when offered a place at Oaklands and is also available on our 

website. 

School Meals 

We have a fully equipped kitchen on site and our catering team provide high quality hot meals for the 
children each day.  

All children receive a menu and order sheet so that they can select in advance what they would like 
to eat.  The catering team can meet any dietary needs so please inform us if your child requires a 
special diet. 

Children in Foundation, Year 1 and Year 2 classes automatically receive a free cooked meal at 

school.   

It is well established that children who receive a good meal at school have increased concentration 

and acquire good social skills.  New parents are more than welcome to come along one lunchtime 

(by prior arrangement, please call the school office) to see how much the children enjoy their meals 

and the dining room experience. 
Children in KS2 can of course order hot meals as many regularly do. 

 A sample weekly menu 

 

 

 

 

Week3 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Main Course Ham & Tomato Pas-
ta Bake 

(G,C) 

Chicken in a 
Creamy White 

Sauce with 
Wholegrain Rice 

Minced Beef Hot-
pot 

(C,M) 

Roast Pork with 
Roast Potatoes 

(G) 

Jumbo Battered 
Cod Finger with 

Chips 

(G,F,M,Mu) 

Vegetarian Tomato, Basil & 
Mixed Bean Pasta 

Bake 

(G,C) 

Egg Fried Rice 

(E,G,So) 

Roasted Vegetable 
& Lentil Hotpot 

(C,M) 

Roasted Vegetable 
& Mixed Bean 

Cobbler with Roast 
Potatoes 

Chunky Vegetable 
& Cheese Bake 

with Chips 

(G,M,So,C,Mu) 

Baked Potato 
& Topping 

Tuna Mayonnaise 

(F,E,Mu) 

Cheese 

(M) 

Chicken & 
Sweetcorn Mayon-

naise 

Curried Baked 
Beans 

(Mu) 

Wholemeal Spa-
ghetti Hoops 

(G) 

Vegetables Green Beans Broccoli Sweetcorn Mixed Vegetables Peas 

Dessert Cherry Flapjack or 
Fresh Fruit 

(G,M,S) 

Chocolate Orange 
Sponge & Choco-

late Sauce or Fresh 
Fruit 

(G,E,So,M) 

Mixed Fruit Jelly or 
Fresh Fruit 

Strawberry Delight 
or Fresh Fruit 

(G,E,M) 

Fruit Cookies or 
Fresh Fruit 

(G,E,So,M) 



Admissions 

Foundation Stage: before your child starts school. 

Each new year group has a planned admission number (PAN). Admissions for Foundation intake 
are set and allocated by the County Council Admissions department, please visit the Somerset 
County Council’s website where you will find their admission criteria.   

The school will hold a number of new parent visits during the autumn term prior to the application 
end date.  Dates will be published on our website and provided to local nurseries.  Due to the high 
number of applications we receive appointments to visit outside of the planned parents visits are 
very limited therefore please try to attend during one of the planned visits so that you are not dis-
appointed.  

During the summer term, prior to your child starting school, the Local Authority will provide the 
school with the names of the children who have been offered a provisional place.   

Once this is received we will invite you to visit the school with your child. It is during this visit that 
your child will meet their teacher for a play session and you will have the opportunity to talk to the 
teacher about your child and any particular needs.  

We will also hold a new parents information evening when you will have the opportunity to; view 
the school uniform, meet with staff who will be involved in your child’s education and welfare in-
cluding our Parent and Family Support Advisor. 

In Year Admissions 

We are an oversubscribed school and most of our year groups are full.  If you would like your child 

to join Oaklands during the school year  please contact the school for an application form.  If there 

are spaces children will be admitted in accordance with the Somerset County Councils Admissions 

Policy.  We do not hold waiting lists and tours are only offered if a space is available at that time, or 

a family wishes to appeal for a place.   

Admissions – Autism Base 

The Autism Base, is managed by the school.  However all admissions for the unit are allocated via 
the SEND department at County Hall, therefore parents cannot apply to the school for a place in 
the autism base.  If you wish to apply for a place in the base please contact 0300 123 2224 or dis-
cuss with your current school/nursery SENCo/Inclusion Lead. 

The Parent/Teacher Association 

 
The PTA meet regularly to exchange thoughts and ideas and organise regular social and fund rais-

ing events.  Meetings are informal and friendly and new members are always made welcome.  If 

you would like information, please contact the school office to find out when the PTA are holding 

their next meeting. 

School Governors 

Members of our Governing Board come from a diverse range of backgrounds.  Typically they are 

representatives of the local community, parents/carers and staff who bring a range of interests, 

knowledge and skills.  Governors meet regularly to set and implement the strategic direction of the 

school . 





 

  
  
  
 


